	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-820
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Gulliford
Date of Introduction: December 10, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, TEU, F
Date of Analysis: December 12, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 799 – Local Option Gas Tax – to provide for a 20 year extension of the gas tax from 2016 through 2036. The bill also directs the inclusion of an editorial note in the Code section to list the legislative history of the City’s local option gas tax.
Background Information: The City Council expressed its intention via resolution to adopt a local option gas tax for 5 years in 1983, but that intention was never put into action. In 1985 the Florida Legislature amended the statute to allow for a local option gas tax term of 10 years, which the Council adopted in 1986 extending to 1996. In 1987 the Florida Statutes were amended to allow counties already levying a local option gas tax to extend that tax in multi-year increments, but the wording was changed in a way that makes it unclear if a 30-year cap on the total length of all extensions of the tax is still in effect or not.  In 1991 the City renewed the local option gas tax for 20 additional years from August 1996 to August 2016, for a total of 30 years from the initial 10 year levy of 1986.  
When the tax was extended in 1991 the City committed to funding the JTA mass transit subsidy (formerly paid out of the General Fund) with proceeds of the local option gas tax (excluding the Skyway - Ordinance 91-819-411).  When the Better Jacksonville Plan was adopted in 2000 the City and JTA entered into an Interlocal Agreement providing for uses of both the local option gas tax and the local option BJP sales tax for mass transit subsidy and for BJP road projects according to a 3-tiered priority system.  In recent years the entire amount of the gas tax has gone to JTA for transit subsidies.
Policy Impact Area: Transportation funding
Fiscal Impact: The local option gas tax was budgeted to produce $28 million in FY12-13 and $28.6 million in FY13-14.
Analyst: Clements
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